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m Responsive to cx,mmunication(s) filed on 06ABrH2001 

2a)U This action is FINAL. oh^n thjo ^- ■ 

g-r-, '^D)U This action IS non-final. 

4S aalmfs) iiiS is/are pending in the application 

50 aiw"!"'"'""'™'" consideration. 

5) U Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) U Claim(s) is/are objected to 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/arp- a^n , r-i 

Annii . ''''^P'^'^ °' Objected to by the ExaminPr 

12)0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1.D Cenlfied copies of the pnoffly docuntents have been received 
14C1 Acl<nowledgn,ent is made „f » h ■ T ^ ™" 

a,DThetL,roi:;:~^^^ 

jm.no.ed,.e™isn,adeo.^ 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTa892) 

3) n 1- ""TT""'' ^^^^'"9 (PTO-948) R '"•"^'"'^ ^"'"'"^^y (PT0^13) Paper No(s) 
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Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 
This application contains the folio,^ng inventions or groups of Inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 

in accordance «th 37 CFR 1.499. applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, Claims 15-19, 21, 22 and 34, drawn to a compcsilion comprising 
copolymer (a), product (b) and epoxy resin (c). 

Group II, Claim 20, drawn to a conposi.ion conprising copolymer (a, reacted with 
a second epoxy resin, product (b) and epoxy resin (c). 

Group Ul, calm 23, drawn to a composition comprising copolymer ,a), product (b) 
reacted with excess polyepoxide and epoxy resin (c). 

Group IV, Claims 24-28 and 35, drawn to a composition, comprising 
copolymer (a), product (b,, epoxy resin ,c, and a latent hardener or accelerator. 

Group V, Claims 29 and 30, drawn to a process for bonding metallic and/or 
composite materials with the composition of Group IV. 
Group VI, claims 31 and 36, drawn to product (c). 
Group VII, Claims 32 and 33, drawn to product (c) dissolved in (daim 32) or 
reacted with (daim 33) a polyepoxide. 

Group VIII, claims 37 and 43, drawn to a process for preparing product (c). 
Group IX, daim 38, drawn to the process of Group VIII further comprising 
combining product (c) with copolymer (a). 
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Group X, claim 39, drawn to the process of Group IX further comprising reacting 
product (c) with epoxy resin(s). 

Group XI. claim 40. drawn to the process of Group X further comprising a second 
epoxy resin. 

Group Xil, claim 41 , drawn to the process of Group XI further comprising 
hardener(s) and/or accelerator(s). 

Group XIII, claim 42. drawn to the process of Group XII further comprising 
heating the composition to harden it. 

The inventions listed as Groups l-Xiii do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 since they lack the san^ or corresponding special 
technical features under PCT Rule 13.2. The special technical feature is embodied in 
Claim 31 wherein product (c) is prepared by reacting excess (di)anhydride with a 
polyamine, and reacting the excess anhydride or carboxyl groups with excess 
polyphenol or aminophenol to yield a phenolic- or amino-terminated product. 

Schmid et al. (col. 7, line 39 to col. 8, line 48 and col. 17, Example 1), 
European Patent No. 258,556 (page 4, lines 23-26 and 40-41 ; and page 6, Example I, 
Parts A and B) and European Patent No. 309,190 (pages 8-9, Example 1) show the 
reaction of an carboxyl-ten„inated dianhydride-polyamine adduct ™th an artnophenol 
to obtain a phenol-term,nated polyimide. The special technical feature of claimed 
product (c) does not make a conlhbution over the prior art. thereby validating a holding 
Of lack of unity. 
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™s applicason con,ains claims directed to more than one species of the genenc 

linked as to form a singie generai inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 
The species are as follows: 

1) The epoxy-reactive groups-containing copolymer (a) wherein the type of 
copolymer (i.e. random or core-shell of .aim 18, and species of monomer are 

identified. 

2) The Phenolic- oramino-,ern,nated products (b, wherein the anhydnde or 
d.anhyddde, dian,ne or polyamine and polyphenol or aminophenol are identifled such 
as condensation product B, exhibited on page 15. lines 14-21 of the spe.fica.ion. 

3) Contingent upon the election of Group IV, V. XII or XIII, the hardeners or 
accelerators such as one selected from claim 24. 

4) Contingent upon the Section of Gra.p ,v, an iden«„cafion of a particular utility 
from the structural adhesive (daim 27,, potting compound or a die-attach adhesive 
(claim 28). 

Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single spedes from 

l.enis1,and2),and3,and4,ifappropnatetowhich.he.aimsshal,berestnctedifno 

senencaimls anally held to be allowable. The reply™, also identify the clain. 
readable on the elected spedes, including any claims subsequently added 

non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 
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upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant m be entitled to consideration 
Of claln. to additional spedes which are written in dependent form or other^se include 
ail the limitations of an allowed generic daim as prodded by 37 CFR 1.141. ifdaims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Claims 1-43 are generic. 

The spedes listed hereinabove do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 since they lack the same or corresponding spedal 
technical features under PCT Rule 13.2. The special technical feature is embodied in 
daim 31 denoUng phenolic- or amino-terminated product (c) which is shown in 
Schmid et al. and European Patent Nos. 258,556 and 309,190 as decribed 
hereinabove. The spedal technical feature of daimed product (c) does not n^Ke a 
contribution over the prior art, thereby validating a holding of lack of unity. 

A written lack of unity is hereby preferred due to its complexity and in 
consideraBon of the foreign applicant. The reply to this requirement to be complete 
must indude an election of the invention and species to be examined even though the 
requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1 .143). 
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